
Weekly Activities 

 

SUNDAY 
Sunday School -  9:30 am 

Worship -  8:15 am & 10:45 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Children’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm 
Youth Bible Study - 6:00 pm 

 
WEDNESDAY 

Prayer Service - 6:30 pm 
Youth Bible Study - 6:30 pm 

Kids Choir -  6:30 pm 
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 John 1:35–39 (CSB) 
35 The next day, John was standing with two of his disciples. 36 When 

he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
37 The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. 38 When 

Jesus turned and noticed them following him, he asked them, “What are 
you looking for?” 

They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you 
staying?” 

39 “Come and you’ll see,” he replied. So they went and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day. It was about four in the 
afternoon. 

  

 Jesus could have easily answered with a location. He could 
have pointed to the house where he was going to sleep, but He 
didn’t. Instead He offered them an invitation to “come and see.” 
 As I walk with God I discover time and time again that He is a 
“come and see” sort of God. He doesn’t send us out into places 
where He has never been, but rather invites us to come and see 
where He is at work. He invites us to join with Him. He invites us to 
be a part of His larger mission. He invites us. 
 Let’s just pause and think about how amazing it is that He 
invites us to join Him. The great God of the universe, the maker and 
creator of all things, invites us to join Him. How amazing is that. 
 Of course this invitation is sometimes hard for us. Sometimes 
we want straight answers before we go. We like to feel like we are in 
control. We like to feel like we can handle all of the variables before 
we dive in. We would like it if God would lay out for us some bullet 
points before asking us to commit and join in. 
 But more often than not God simply replies with “come and 
see.” He invites us to join Him. He asks us to trust Him. He is 
working, and He is asking us to join in. We just have to trust enough 
to “come and see.” 
 

Shane 

July 3 
8:15 a.m. — Sheri Wright 

10:45 a.m. — Andrew & Lacy Halligan 
Matt & Miranda Scott 

July 10 
8:15 a.m. — Debbie Larson 

10:45 a.m. — Kara & Karsyn Allard 
Vicki & Ryley Fox 

July 17 
8:15 a.m. — Billie Stuber 

10:45 a.m. — Christa Copeland &  
Kaelin Mallory 

July 24 
8:15 a.m. — Bridget Browning 

10:45 a.m. — Nathan & Kathryn Thomas 
Luke & Rachel Diefenbach 

July 31  
8:15 a.m. — Earl & Henrietta Mitchell 

10:45 a.m. — Laura Hughes & Debbie Alvey 
Jamie Hawkins & Tracey Duncan 

Greg & Robbie 
Spees 

 

Kid's Block Party (VBS Kickoff) — 
Saturday, July 16, 10:00 AM - 2:00 
p.m.  We will have miniature golf, 
inflatables, food, and more! We need 
about 25 volunteers to help make 
this event a success. We need 
people to help with monitoring the 
inflatables, passing out balls and 
paddles at mini-golf, helping with 

registration, and serving food. If you can help, please sign up in the 
worship center. This will provide a great way for us to reach our 
community and see more kids involved in VBS. 



4  Independence Day (church office closed) 
5  11:30 a.m. — JOY Club 
 6:00 p.m. — Operation Andrew, Team 3 
9 7:00 p.m. — Deacons 
11-15 CentriKid Camp 
12  6:00 p.m. — Operation Andrew, Team 1 
13  5:30 p.m. — Finance Team 
 6:30 p.m. — Business Mtg. 
16  10:00 a.m. — VBS Block Party 
17-21 6:00 p.m. — “Spark Studios” VBS 
19  10:30 a.m. — Women on Mission 
26 6:00 p.m. — Operation Andrew, Team  3  
 

Weekly Events: 
Tuesdays @ 6:30 a.m. — Men’s Prayer Group 

 
 

 During the summer of 1893, a teacher 
named Katherine Lee Bates encountered a 
sight she would never forget. As she told it: 
“One day some of the other teachers and I 
decided to go on a trip to 14,000-foot Pikes 
Peak. We hired a prairie wagon. Near the top 
we had to leave the wagon and go the rest of 

the way on mules. I was very tired. But when I saw the view, I felt great joy. All the 
wonder of America seemed displayed there, with the sea-like expanse.” 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties, above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed his grace on thee; 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea! 

 Her experience on Pikes Peak was actually the pinnacle of a long journey 
through the heartland of America.  A journey that took her from the World’s Fair in 
Chicago— Thine alabaster cities gleam and through the wheat fields of Kansas— 
For amber waves of grain to the top of Pikes Peak - For purple mountain majesties 
 It was a journey that prompted one of the most beloved songs ever 
penned: America the Beautiful. When you think about it, the United States of 
America is a unique country in many ways. For one thing, our nation is vast, 
extending from the Atlantic in the east to the Pacific in the west - From sea to 
shining sea. 
 Perhaps that’s why I love America the Beautiful so much—because it 
captures something I love about America itself.  I think many Americans like the 
song because it expresses what they themselves feel every Fourth of July. 
Because it describes many of the things we as Americans have to be thankful for. 
Our freedom and liberty, for example. 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat, across the wilderness! 

America! America! God mend thy every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law! 

 

Or the sacrifice so many men and women have shown while defending our country: 
O beautiful for heroes proved, in liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life! 
America! America! may God thy gold refine, 

Till all success be nobleness,  and every gain divine! 
 This Independence Day, you will probably hear America the Beautiful 
played at some point. Whenever you hear it, I encourage you to sing along. And I 
encourage you to reflect on what you find most beautiful about America. It’s easy, 
sometimes, to get caught up in all the things that divide Americans. But the more 
we focus on the things that unite us; the more we focus on the things we all love 
and cherish; the more we focus on the same spacious sky that covers all our 
heads, the more we can fulfill the song’s ultimate promise: 

And crown thy good with brotherhood; from sea to shining sea! 
 I’m so happy to live in this nation of ours. For all its problems, for all its 
challenges, it’s still America, home of the free and the brave. It’s still America, 
sweet land of liberty. It’s still America, the beautiful. 
 
    Under the Master’s Baton,  
    Bro. Chad  
 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. 
He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit;  
for without Me you can do nothing.” 

(John 15:5) 
 

In the United States, the Fourth of July is a national holiday when 
outdoor grills are heated up and swimming pools are packed. 
Independence Day calls for city parades and fireworks displays, 
picnics, and patriotic celebrations. All of this is in remembrance of 
July 4, 1776, when the 13 American colonies declared their 
independence. 
 
Independence certainly appeals to all ages. Independence means 
“freedom from the control, influence, support, and aid of others.” 
So it is not surprising that teenagers talk about “gaining their 
independence.” Many adults have the goal of being 
“independently wealthy.” And senior citizens want to “maintain 
their independence.” Whether anyone is ever truly independent is 
a discussion for another time and place - but it sounds good. 
 
Craving political or personal independence is one thing, but 
daring to pursue spiritual independence is problematic. What we 
need instead is a recognition and acceptance of our deep spiritual 
dependence upon the living God. The Bible explains that the 
Christian life is a supernatural life and none of us can live it, apart 
from a daily dependence on Christ. As Jesus declared, “We can 
do nothing apart from Him.” In fact, all our attempts to bear 
Christian character, they will be fruitless and frustrating apart from 
our cultivating a close relationship with the Vine. 
 
How about you? Have you been drifting spiritually? Keep in mind 
that a branch disconnected from the Vine will dry up and decay. 
Perhaps it’s time for you to strengthen your connection with 
Christ.  
 
Far from being self-reliant, we are totally and eternally dependent 
on the One who died to set us free. As followers of Christ, every 
day is our “dependence day.” 
 
 
God is good! All the time! 
 
Jason 

All “seenagers” are invited to join us at Pizza Inn 
on Tuesday, July 5 at 11:30 a.m. 

No Family Night Supper for July.  
Suppers will resume August 3. 

Operation Christmas Child Year Round — The item 
for July is Small Toys.  A box is provided in the KidZone 
for your donations.    

Spark imagination and kick creativity into high 
gear at Spark Studios. In VBS, kids will learn that 
God’s creativity didn’t stop in Genesis. The 
Master Artist is working to redeem, reclaim, and 
transform us–His creation–to the design He 
planned for us. Kids will see the beautiful truth 

that they are God’s workmanship as they learn to use their talents to bring glory to 
Him. Registration forms are available in the KidZone. Completed forms can be 
returned to the church office. You can also register online at: 
www.friendshiponthenet.org.  

Bro. Jason & the Friendship family express 
Christian love & sympathy to Kelly Davis & family 
in the loss of  her father, Ted Bagwell. 

Mark Your Calendar for These Upcoming Events: 
 ●  August 21 — Small Group Studies Begin 
 ●  August 28 — Ice Cream Fellowship 
 ●  September 7 — Ministry Team Night 
 ●  October 30  — Labor For Your Neighbor 
 ●  November 5-6 — Marriage Matters Conference 
 ●  November 13 — OCC Packing Party 
 ●  November 20 — Harvest Meal 


